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What does it mean to take context
seriously for post-harvest processing
and storage? Lessons from Afghanistan
This policy brief looks at why aid practitioners missed an important opportunity to bolster
food security by supporting improved post-harvest processing and storage in Afghanistan.
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Support for food processing and post-harvest storage could contribute significantly to food
security and nutrition, but this was neglected in aid programming in the 2001–2021 period.
Instead, the few interventions in the sector focused on expensive technological packages
for larger private sector companies, with no tangible benefits for those who were food
insecure.

This brief looks at post-harvest losses in Afghanistan and how engaging with this context
might have changed the focus or scope of aid interventions. It is part of a series on the
importance of taking context seriously in aid programming.

https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/adam-pain
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/simon-levine
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/simon-levine
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/reframing-aid-and-resilience
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/supporting-livelihoods-and-markets
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/understanding-land-and-conflict
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/understanding-land-and-conflict
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/working-changing-climate
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/publications-resources/ten-traps-to-avoid-aid-programming-context-afghanistan


Wheat harvest in Panjshir Valley, Afghanistan
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