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Status of mobility of livestock in
Ethiopia: Mapping of livestock routes
and case studies on mobility blockages

This brief assesses the status of livestock routes and mobility in Ethiopia. It sets out steps
policymakers can take to protect these vital corridors.
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Supporting livelihoods and markets Understanding land and conflict Working in a changing

climate Gender equality and social inclusion Africa Ethiopia

Livestock in Ethiopia plays a critical role in the economy, contributing to food security,
employment, and income generation, particularly in pastoral areas. Livestock mobility is
increasingly being restrained, however, compromising livestock production. In this brief, we
assess the status of livestock routes and mobility in Ethiopia.

Livestock routes, supporting infrastructure and services were mapped by government
experts from each region on topographical maps and later digitised. Blocked routes were
noted, and case studies selected for follow-up local-level qualitative research on causes of
these blockages.


https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/mohammed-said
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/bedasa-eba
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/bedasa-eba
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/yasin-getahun
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/yasin-getahun
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/julius-muyizzi
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/julius-muyizzi
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/fiona-flintan
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/about-us/contributors/authors/fiona-flintan
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/supporting-livelihoods-and-markets
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/understanding-land-and-conflict
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/working-changing-climate
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/working-changing-climate
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/themes/gender-equality-and-social-inclusion
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/regions/africa
https://www.sparc-knowledge.org/regions/africa/ethiopia

33 36 30 4208 asee asee

L Major livestock routes in Ethiopia

ILRI, 2025

laizz
o

sal
g Aden
. o Gulf of
\ - Aden

4.
/\ DJIBOUTI Obock

12°N

12°

Djibouti
o

Al sabieh

Berbera

Burao

*N

/
\ \ Livestock routes
—— Major functional
Major functional seasonal
—— Major non-functional g
~— Minor functional

Minor non-functional

Regional state boundary

Beledweyne

\ Funded by
S L] 1GAD

ICPALD

Manc
eet Map and CSA, 2007. Y I L R l SPARC —
ted. ———
and from the UK government, S raminN = ‘EL T
ecessarlly reflect the UK 7 o wd =" ukaid e i ooscs
/ 7 MINIST AGRICULTL
e

33 36°E 39 5o asoE

Major livestock routes in Ethiopia - ILRI 2025

Findings:

e Mapping identified approximately 25,500 kilometres of arterial livestock routes across
Ethiopia in both pastoral lowlands and mixed crop-livestock highlands.

e Routes are concentrated in the Amhara, Oromia and Somali regions, with additional
important corridors traversing Afar, Benishangul-Gumuz, and parts of the south-
western regions.

e Six routes were no longer functional owing to land conversion for agriculture, urban
expansion, invasive species, increasing conflict and infrastructural development.

e Facilities to support livestock mobility, such as veterinary posts, abattoirs, holding
grounds and loading ramps are few, particularly in pastoral areas.

Policy implications:

e To preserve these vital corridors, government should set policies that recognise and
legally protect livestock routes, and invest in veterinary services, abattoirs, holding
grounds and loading ramps.
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